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Mr. President, Ladies and Gentlemen, Dear Colleagues,

I regret that I am unable to be with you, but I wanted to personally share these few words with you on behalf of the International Commission on Civil Status (ICCS).

Due to other professional commitments, I was unable to travel to Honduras, but our organization is very well represented by its Secretary General, Professor Nicolas Nord, and by Ms. Carlotta Lopresti, Executive Secretary.

The goals of our organizations are very similar. 

On the other hand, the challenges to be addressed are the same.
Our exchanges, which have been informal thus far, date back some twenty years, as a ICCS delegation had already visited Acapulco in 2007 and your Executive Secretariat has also participated in ICCS proceedings over the years, notably during our meetings in Paris in September 2025.

I have read with great interest the various declarations you have adopted, starting with the one from Santiago, Chile, in 2005 and up to the one from San Salvador last year.

Your various studies and research projects also align with the ICCS’s current priorities: the status of migrants and refugees, the situation of children born through surrogacy, and the legal recognition of gender transition.  

 Above all, I would like to express my delight at the cooperation agreement that our two organizations signed on May 18.

This agreement formalizes our previous discussions with a view to institutionalizing our collaboration in areas related to civil registration through training programs, the exchange of experiences and documentation, participation in our meetings and conferences, and the development of conventions, recommendations, resolutions, and studies on civil registration.

I am very happy and very proud that this agreement has been reached. It complements the other agreements we have entered into over the years with the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees, the Hague Conference on Private International Law, as well as the Council of Europe and the European Economic Community.

The agreement we have signed together adds a new dimension.

Indeed, our two organizations have very similar missions, as they both aim to provide each person with a legal identity and accurately record their personal and family status, while taking into account societal and technological changes.

Our recent efforts thus led to the signing in September 2024 of Convention (No. 35) on the issue of certificates of matrimonial capacity and capacity to enter into a registered partnership, intended to eventually replace Convention (No.20) on the issue of a certificate of legal capacity to marry, which is currently in force in 11 states.

In 2022, Convention (No.34) on the issue of multilingual and coded certificates and extracts from civil-status records entered into force, intended to eventually replace Convention (No.16) on the issue of multilingual extracts from civil-status records, which is in force in 24 States.
I note that most of the ICCS conventions are open for signature by all States.

In recent years, we have also adopted various resolutions in 2022 and 2025, including one on electronic signatures and another on electronic seals.

Currently, the ICCS is drafting a new resolution to establish a international model of notice of death, in order to implement Article 37(a) of the Vienna Convention of April 24, 1963, on Consular Relations. 

This standard codifies a universal international custom. 

I also note that all CLARCIEV member states have ratified the Vienna Convention, so this future resolution should also be of interest to you in meeting international standards in this area.

Within the ICCS, we plan to finalize this work on the international death notice during our meetings next October in Paris. A meeting of the Working Group will take place on October 6, 2026, and the resolution is expected to be adopted at the General Assembly on October 8, 2026.

Of course, all members of your organization are cordially invited to attend our meetings in Paris and share their views on the proposed projects, and I look forward to meeting you in person next October in Paris or on another occasion on this side of the Atlantic or in the Americas.

Until then, I wish you fruitful discussions during your meetings in Tegucigalpa.

Warm regards from Bern, Switzerland.

September 2026
                                                         Michel Pierino Heinz Montini, President of the ICCS
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